RAMPHAL MANDAL

Ramphal Mandal was born on 6 August
1924 in the village of Madhurapur, under Bajpatti
Block in the present-day Sitamarhi district of
Bihar, to Gokhul Mandal and Garbi Devi. Born into
a poor farming family, he married Jagpatia Devi at
the age of sixteen. Despite humble beginnings, he
grew into a courageous revolutionary who made
an enduring contribution to India's freedom
struggle.

During the Second World War, Mahatma
Gandhi launched the Quit India Movement at the
All India Congress Committee Session in Mumbai
on 8 August 1942, giving the historic call of "Do or
Die." The arrest of Gandhi and other national
leaders triggered a nationwide uprising. The
movement soon spread to Sitamarhi, where
people from all sections of society participated in
protests. British authorities attempted to
suppress the demonstrations through
indiscriminate firing, resulting in the deaths of
many innocent men, women and children.

Deeply moved by these atrocities,
Ramphal Mandal led thousands of people to
Bajpatti Chowk on 24 August 1942, armed with
traditional weapons such as sticks, spears, axes
and sickles, to challenge British rule. During the
confrontation, the then Sub-Divisional Officer of
Sitamarhi, Hardeep Narayan Singh, along with
Police Inspector Rammoorti Jha and other police
personnel, attacked the freedom fighters. In
retaliation, Ramphal Mandal struck SDO Hardeep
Narayan Singh with his axe, while the enraged
crowd killed Police Inspector Rammoorti Jha,
Havildar Shyamlal Singh and peon Darbeshi Singh,
although the driver managed to escape and later
testified in court. Thereafter, Ramphal Mandal
went underground and continued revolutionary
activities.

Based on the testimony of the surviving
driver, case was registered in the Bhagalpur Court
against Ramphal Mandal, Baba Nar Singh Das,
Kapil Dev Singh, Harihar Prasad and nearly 4,000
others, and a reward of 5,000 was announced for
his capture. Betrayed by village watchman
Shivdhari Kunwar, he was arrested on 1
September 1942, imprisoned in Sitamarhi Jail and
later transferred to Bhagalpur Central Jail on 5
September 1942.

After months of trial, Judge C.R. Saini
sentenced Ramphal Mandal to death while the
other accused received life imprisonment. Despite
severe torture and repeated advice to retract his
confession, he steadfastly declared, "Yes, Sir, I
struck the first blow with my axe." On 23 August
1943, at the age of 19 years and 17 days, he
embraced the gallows with remarkable courage.
His last wish was that the British should leave
India and free the country from the chains of
slavery. Belonging to the Dhanuk community,
classified among the extremely backward classes,
his courage, sacrifice and patriotism inspired
countless young Indians to join the freedom
movement. His life remains a timeless symbol of
valour, justice and devotion to the nation.

The Department of Posts is pleased to
issue a Commemorative Postage Stamp in honour
of brave freedom fighter ‘Ramphal Mandal'.
This postage stamp reflects his indomitable
courage, extraordinary valour and supreme
sacrifice in India's struggle for freedom.
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